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What is critical reading? 



Critical reading is a more active way 
of reading.It is a deeper and more 
complex engagement with the text.  

Critical reading means engaging in 
what you read by asking yourself 
questions such as "what is the author 
trying to say?" Or "what is the main 
argument being presented"?



What are the reasons of critical reading?



Reasons of critical reading 

1-It is used to determine the value of 

the reading material for your own purposes. 

2-To detect logic that is faulty on the 

 part of the author. 

3- to separate fact from opinion. 

4-to determine whether to accept the information being 
presented or reject it. 

5-to recognize the author's purposes.



What are the steps of critical reading?



Two steps to prepare to read 
critically

1- Self reflect
What experiences, assumptions, knowledge and perspectives do 

you bring to the text?
2-Read to understand 

A-Examine the text and the context 
B-skim the text 

What is the topic? what are the main ideas? 
C-Resolve confusion 

Look up unfamiliar words or terms in dictionaries 
or glossaries



What is the process of reading critically?

1- Highlighting important points and examples. 
2-Taking notes. 
3-Testing answers to your questions. 
4- Brainstorming. 
5- Describing aspects of text or argument. 
6-Reflecting on your own reading and thinking. 
7- Raising objections to the ideas or evidence 
presented.



What does it take to be a 
critical reader?

1-prepare to become part of the writer's 
audience. 
2-prepare to read with an open mind. 
3-consider the title. 
4-read slowly. 
5-use the dictionaries and other reference 
works. 
6-make notes



What are the characteristics of 
critical reader?



Characteristics of critical readers
1-They are honest with themselves.
2-They resist manipulation. 
3-They overcome confusion. 
4-They ask questions. 
5 -They base judgements on 
evidence. 
6 -They look for connection 
between subjects 
7 -T h e y a r e i n t e l l e c t u a l l y 
independent. 



What is the 

difference 

between reading 

and critical 

reading?





Reading Critical reading

Purpose Get a basic 
grasp of the text

Activity Absorbing /
understanding

Focus What the text 
says?

Questions 
What 

information can 
I get out of it?



Reading Critical reading 

Direction With the text

Response Restatement /
summary



SQRs is a famous 

strategy. W
hat does the 

acronym stand for?



SQ3Rs Strategy

Survey Question

Recall Review

Read





1-Previewing 

2-Writing while reading

*Margin

*landmark/footnote method.

*reading journal.

*online documents.

3-summarization.

4-forming a critical response.

 Techniques of critical reading



Previewing 





-Forming meaningful expectations about 
the reading.
-Pace yourself about how much time you 
will dedicate to the reading.
-Skimming
*Look for title, section headings, date.
*Expectations about the author( previous 
work).
*Define the important vocabulary words.
*Brief summaries of chapters.
*the goal is to obtain a general grasp of 
the text.

PREVIEWING 



Writing while 
reading 





Writing 
while 

reading
Margin Landmark 

footnotes

Reading journalDivided  
Page method

Online documents



Margin

Mark, highlight or underline parts of the 
text that you think is very important

Option 1: write a few words in the margin 
that capture the essence of your reaction

Option2: write a few words that will help 
you to remember the passage.
This is useful for learning definitions or 
parts of a theory.





Reasons for migration

Things that Kuwait  provides  
for skilled workers

High standards  of life

Safe placeBetter life

High standards of living 





On a separate piece of paper in your 
reading journal, dedicate an adequate 
amount of space to an article, book , 
chapter you are reading.
Highlight , mark or underline a critical part 
in your reading. In the margin , indicate that 
you are going to write a footnote. For 
example write a 1 or a (whatever you want).
In your reading journal, write a 1 or a or 
whatever symbol you choose and then write 
your critical response.

LANDMARK/ FOOTNOTE 
METHOD





A man or a woman who taught children 
in the past

 The first school for girls was opened 

(1)

(2)



–Johnny Appleseed

“Type a quote here.” 



On a separate piece of paper, divide your 
page into two columns.
Label one column text(meaning from your 
reading) and the other response( meaning 
your response).
Write down a part of the text you think is 
important in the text column and then write 
a reaction to it in the other column.

DIVIDED PAGE METHOD 





Text 

It doesn't rain very 
often 

Animals and  plants have to 
adapt to survive   

Deserts also have many 
resources 

Response

Water is needed in the 
desert.

Every place is a bless from 
 Allah 

Not all animals 
and plants can 

live in the desert.





Reading journal 

In addition to other uses described above,use the 
reading journal to track what you are reading and to 
form a critical response to articles, chapters you have 
read in the entirety.
Try to summarize the entire article, describe the main 
points , define key terms, and to express your 
reactions.
Remember, do Not refer back to the text until you 
absolutely have it!
Give your memory a workout! Force yourself to learn 
the material as you read and be able to write it down 
clearly afterwards.
Put concepts into your own words 





Malaysia

Malaysia  is in south east Asia . It's 
capital is kuala lumpur . It is hot and 

humid all year long. It is rich in 
tin,cocoa,paper and oil. It has wonderful 
places like the butterfly . There are many 
festivals in Malaysia like Ray puasa and 

Chinese New Year 



Two ways to write while reading 
online documents  

1-Reading journal. 

2-cut and paste in word processor 
then insert comments.

On line documents



Summarization 
 

Pull out the main points of the text 
and write them down 
The summary 's complexity and 
length will vary according to the 
complexity and length of the text you 
have read.





Close reading jigsaw

What does jigsaw mean ?

How can we use jigsaw in close reading?



–Johnny Appleseed

“Type a quote here.” 



Jigsaw helps the students  to break 
down a complex text into parts. in 
this activity you can divide your class 
into groups each group take notes 
about one aspect of the passage . 
After that you can reform the groups 
again to discuss the whole passage. 







Forming your critical 
response

By this point you will have 
everything you need to create a 
critical response. 
Your delivery will typically be in 
the form of a written paper or oral 
presentation.






