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Reading 

In the primary stage 
 
 
 

“At one magical instant in your early childhood , 
the page of a book –that string of confusing ,alien 
ciphers –shivered into meaning. Words spoke to 

you , gave up their secrets ; at that moment, whole 
universes opened. You became a reader.” 

 
 
What is Reading? 
 

Reading is more than seeing words clearly 
                    more than pronouncing printed words correctly , 
                    more than recognizing the meaning of isolated words. 
It’s a combination of all these elements.” The ability to decode meaning from graphic 
symbols”        “ Goodman” 
 
Why do we read? 
 
We read generally for two main reasons: 
 
  1)Instrumental ( to obtain information  ) 
 
  2)for pleasure.  Each forms an integral part of our lives. 
 
Types of information used by fluent readers: 
 
1)Visual (graphic ) information      ( written symbols ) 
2)phonological information           ( sounds symbols make when spoken ) 
3)Semantic information                ( meaning associated with words ) 
 
( Skilled readers use combination of the three ) 
 
Types of Reading: 
 
1)Intensive : classroom activity carried on under the guidance of the teacher (main  
                      focus is new words ,structures ,functions , and  comprehension  
                      questions. Pupils are expected to understand everything they read. 
2)Extensive : It’s done for pleasure or to acquire general information without  
                      necessarily understanding every word. 

   ( stories , plays, magazines and journals) 
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Skills of Reading  

 
 
1)Silent Reading: 
 
*“Making sense” of a written text. It does not involve saying the words we read.  
*The main aim is understanding. We can do silent reading faster than reading 
  aloud. Speed is the most important characteristic of silent reading and understanding is its 
important  result.  
 
2)Decoding ( reading aloud ) 
 
Sounding out of words and it should be done aloud and always following a model from the 
teacher or the tape when the Language is first being presented 
 
NOTE: 
  Don’t worry if it takes some time before these two skills come together. 
 
Disadvantages of “ reading aloud” 
 
1)Comprehension is often sacrificed because  learners concentrate on the pronunciation of  
   words rather than the meaning.  
2)It reduces their confidence and makes them slower , less efficient readers. 
 
 
NOTE: 
 
  Reading aloud is possible when preparing plays for acting , reading dialogues or    
  poetry , and it should be done after the learners have read the text silently and 
  understood it or heard the text read aloud. 
 
 
Why is reading an important skill? 
 
•It shows the written language in actions. 
•It exposes pupils to the language in a way,  if successful ,helps them to  
  acquire language itself. 
•It helps pupils to complete their studies. 
•It helps pupils to read brochures and instruction, manuals. 
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Mechanic Skills: 
 
•Pre-reading 
  Skills that children need before they can learn to read. 
•• Decoding 
   converting a written word into spoken word.It provides the keys to unlock new words. 
•Fluency 
   when reading becomes automatic and no longer requires a conscious ,deliberate effort. 
 

Reading Approaches: 
 
1)Phonics : is a system in which readers learn the  relationships between letters and  
                         their sounds in order to recognize and pronounce words. Once they have  
                         learnt the letter sounds they will begin to blend two letters or more together to  
                         make simple words 
* There are 26 letters in English and nearly 44 sounds. 
 
Disadvantages: 
 
learning isolated words is very abstract for little children. They have to concentrate so hard on  
sounding out words that they are unable to think about the meaning. It’s possible to say words  
correctly without having an idea about the meaning. 
 
2)Look & Say: 
 
In this method children learn to recognize whole words or sentences rather than individual 
sounds. They look at the word which you sound and in turn will repeat the  
 sound (word ). *Flashcards with individual words written on them, are used for this method 
often accompanied with a related picture. 
 
 
 

What are the elements of reading? 

Pre-reading 
* Decoding 
* Fluency 

* Derive main idea 
* Compare & evaluate 
* Analyze and infer 

Mechanic skills  Comprehension skills 
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Application: 
 
1-Use whole short sentences rather than individual words  , and If individual words are used  
    the words should be accompanied with related pictures. 
2-Write down a short sentence which represent a picture displayed ( you may use word cards ) 
3-Say the sentence and ask pupils to repeat it while 
    pointing and looking at each individual word. 
 
Disadvantages: 
 
1-Every word must be learnt from scratch. 
2-Some children have less good visual memories than  others. 
3-The limited interest of the texts that can be written  with small number of words. 
4-After 50 words ,it is not efficient or even possible , to  remember each word . 
 
 
3)Multisensory Approach 
 
It assumes that learners learn best when content is presented in several modalities ( hearing 
,writing and seeing )  
 
VAKT : ( visual ,auditory ,kinesthetic ,tactile ) methods. It can be used with both phonics and 
whole word approaches. 
 
What approach to use? 
 
The International Reading Association states that there is no single method or single 
combination of methods that can successfully teach all children to read. Therefore teachers 
must be familiar with a wide range  of methods for teaching reading,they can create the 
appropriate balance of methods needed for children. 
 

“For a language, which is not based on Roman Script , 
you have to spend some time teaching phonics 

and word recognition first.” 
 

Stages of Reading: 
 
Learners whose mother tongue is not based on the Roman script have more stages to go 
through when they are learning to read in English. 
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Reading and the other skills: 

 
a)Reading & Listening: 
 
•Listening provides the foundation for acquiring and learning any language. 
•Being able to listen properly is essential in the first stages of learning to read. 
•Children need encouragement  to listen with attention , to do so help them to point out  
  different  sounds. 
 
b)Reading & Speaking: 
 
Before being able to read children must know and use a good basic vocabulary.  
•They can understand words they see in print if they already come across them in speech. 
•The best way of encouraging children’s language development is to take time talking to them 
,  encourage them to express opinions and ask questions 
 
Stages of reading : 
 
1)Reading pictures:(Pre-reading ) 
 
    *Looking at pictures in books and talking about them  is very useful when children start to  
      read , as clues from the pictures give them confidence to try words underneath. 
   * Books without words , where pictures tell the entire story are useful for encouraging  
      reading. You can carry this stage further by trying some simple picture -sequencing  
      activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) Word & letter recognition: 
    *When children start to recognize words and letters it is better to concentrate on showing  
     them words especially those that have real meaning for them. 
    * Don’t teach isolated words without giving some  context or clues as to their meaning. 
   * Pictures with words , labels on objects , signs all give words a context. 
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3)Reading letters and words : 
 
    *Sometimes unknown words present problems. They cannot always be recognized as  
      whole words, or guessed in context.  
    * here a child needs other ways of working out  what a word says. Knowing the sound of the  
      first letter can provide a powerful clue. Concentrate only on the initial letter sound. 
    * In the early stages of learning to read it is not a good idea to try to teach children to sound  
      out each letter sound of a word.  (  c – a – t  ) 
 
 
Letter Recognition: 
 
What is the alphabet? 
 
The alphabet is a series of abstract symbols that by themselves they are mere curves and 
lines. Identities and sounds have been attached to these symbols to give them purpose and 
utility. They create something spectacular “ Printed Words”. 
 
Tips: 
 
1.Pupils must memorize two sets of letters ( upper-  lower case ) 
2. Pupils need to distinguish among similar-looking letters. (  E ,F  /  d , b   /  m  , w  ,  p , q  …) 
3. Pupils must be able to identify the printed forms of letters in and out of sequence and learn  
   the most frequent sound that is attached to each letter. 
4. Pupils need to know that each letter has a name , a sound and motor movement involved in  
    its formation. 
 
When teaching the letters be sure that each pupil is able to: 
 
          (   listen    - see -  say -  touch   - read   - write )  the letters  
 
5) Do simple “Show me activities” with flashcards  
 
6) Be patient and tolerant of individual differences. 
   some children are slower than others at remembering 
    and  identifying the letters and the sounds. 
   Beginning to learn to read and write letters is a very 
   personal process-like learning how to walk. Just as 
   each of us learns things at different  speeds, so do 
   our pupils who are beginning to read. 
 
Phonemic awareness: 
 
It is the ability to hear the individual sounds and syllables that make up words  
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Elements of phonemic awareness 
 
1-Rhyming    : Children can recognize rhymes easily when they hear it. 
2-Hearing syllables ( break up words into syllables )  
3-Blending   :    blend phonemes to make words (   c / a / t  ) 
4-Segmentation  : ( hear the word sound by sound ) ( ba/na/na ) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Approaches to teaching phonics 
 
1)The synthetic approach ( direct or explicit  phonics ) 
 
  children begin by learning to recognize letters , and then blend words, and finally read 
connected text. 
Follow this sequence: 
 
1-The sound that each letter stands for is taught and reviewed. 
2-The principle of blending sounds to form words is taught. 
3-Opportunities to blend unknown words in context are provided 
 
Model: 
 
1-write letter ( s ) on board ,    2-explain that it stands for /s/ sound as in the word /sat/  
3-write the word / sat / on board and have a pupil circle the letter ( s ) -  
4-slowly blend the word as you run your finger under each letter. 
5-ask pupils for other words that begin with /s/ sound. 
6- list these words on the board.  
7-ask pupils to circle the letter ( s ) in each word. 
8-provide pupils with with more simple words containing the / s / sound to blend. 
 

  
The ability to read the letters of  
The alphabet in random order.  

  

Deals with the learning of sound-spelling relationships  
and is associated with printed words. 

Phonics & phonemic awareness  

Reliable indicators of future reading success  

phonics  Alphabet recognition  
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2)The analytic approach ( indirect or implicit phonics ) 
 
  Children begin with words and asked to deduce the sound- spelling relationship ) 
 
Model : 
 
1-List words with common phonic element ( sat / send / sun ) 
2-Children examine the words and tell what they have in common 
3-Then the spelling that stands for the sound might be discussed 
4-pupils verbalize a generalization about the sound and spelling such as the letter ( s ) stands  
  for the / s / sound. 
 

Characteristics of learners with reading problems 
 
  *They read slowly and with great effort. 
  *They have Frequent pauses while reading 
  *They have difficulty learning letter sounds. 
  *They have difficulty blending sounds in words. 
  *They reverse letter order. 
  *They fail to use context clues to figure out new words. 
  *They often lose place or skip lines while reading. 
  *They are visually or auditorily distractible. 
 

Problems and solutions: 
 

:Inadequate word recognition-1 
 

Stop providing words for the learner as soon as he pauses. Allow him time to analyze 
the word and then provide the prompts. 
 
2-Sound- spelling relationship: 
 
1-Provide letter cards and magnet letters for word building. 
2-have the learner frequently use simple, decodable text. 
3-Provide other cues such as picture cards for each sound-spelling, so the learner  
   associates a letter with an image. 
 
3-Multi-syllabic words: 
 
1-Give practice in analyzing words into usable parts.( police+man /  white+  
   board……) 
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2-help children to blend more words. 
    (   bed+room  /  class+room  /   head+master ..  ) 
 
4-reading word by word in a slow manner: 
 
    Ask learners to read a passage from a book at a lower reading level… if he reads  
    the passage slowly,the problem is probably a result of poor fluency. If he reads the  
    text easily , the problem is due to  comprehension difficulties. 
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